REMINISCENCES

many special correspondents in my time. The first I
ever knew was William Howard Russell, and I dare say
he had little thought of being a war correspondent at
the time when he and I were first thrown together.
When I fust met Sir William Howard Russell, as he
now is, it was in the Court House at Clonmel, in Tip-
perary, where he was attending as one of the reporters
for the ' Times,' sent to give an account of the trial of
William Smith O'Brien, Thomas Francis Meagher, and
others who were charged with high treason after the
failure of the Young Ireland rebellion of 1848. I was
not quite eighteen years old, and I was helping to re-
port the proceedings for the * Cork Examiner,9 then
owned and edited by my friend John Francis Maguire,
who afterwards won an honourable reputation in the
House of Commons. I felt very proud indeed of hav-
ing the honour to be presented to a reporter from the
great London newspaper, and was especially delighted
to learn that Mr. Russell was a fellow-countryman of
my own. After the Special Commission in Clonmel I
do not think I met William Howard Russell again until
I had found an occupation on the literary staff of a
Liverpool newspaper. The Crimean campaign had been
fought out in the meantime, and Russell had made his
mark and his fame as war correspondent for the 'Times,'
and he came to Liverpool to deliver his lecture on the
events of the Crimea. He gave his lecture in the Phil-
harmonic Hall, where Dickens had delivered his read-
ings, and where Thackeray had given his lectures on
the Four Georges, The newspaper men of Liverpool
were anxious to present an address to Russell for the
purpose of offering him their congratulations on his
great success. I was one of those engaged in preparing
the address, and it was presented in due course to Rus-
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